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Sion Hill and Newsham
Two circular walks
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Both these short walks start from the end of the drive at Sion Hill, so after leaving the car park, walk down the drive back to the road – and remember to add ¼ mile each way to the length of the walk.  The walks are on public rights of way, except where the ‘definitive’ route shown on the Ordnance Survey maps is obstructed, when we follow the nearest safe alternative.

Longer Walk – Manor House – Avenue Grange 
3.7 miles (4.2 including the Drive)
This walk crosses the main road and the railway line, to explore the area known as Newsham.  It is generally quiet, but not suitable for small children as both the road and the railway are potentially dangerous.  There are 6 stiles and two very narrow bridges – all are solid (although one of the bridges is at a strange angle!).

From the end of the Drive, head right towards Kirby Wiske and the church.  At the end of the road turn right and follow over the bridge and up to the main road, noting the raised path to allow pedestrians through when the bridge floods.  (You may have noticed a board beside the road showing flood levels – it’s probably not a good idea to do this walk in really wet weather!). 

At the main road, cross carefully where you can see both ways and walk up the hill to the footpath on the right.  Admire the rather solid looking wooden post in the middle – they obviously do not want cars driving up here, but you will soon pass the new access track which emerges in a rather safer place on the main road.  Keep going along the path to emerge into the cricket pitch, and walk round the actual pitch to get to the diagonally opposite corner of the field.  Here there is a gap in the fence which allows you to walk between the two fields – these may have different crops, but there is no fence or hedge, and when we crossed it the only difference was the shade of green.  

Head to the end of the hedge, which marks the route of a track shown on the map but no longer visible on the ground.  The track used to turn left and head for the corner of the field straight ahead as you are walking, but again there is no sign of it and you will need to walk through the crop.

When you arrive at this corner you are at a crossroads of two footpaths.  For a shorter loop, turn right and head off across the field to hopefully arrive at the other side (I haven’t walked this, so not sure if there is a stile, a gate or just a gap at the other side to head for)
For the full loop, look out for the buildings at Manor House and head straight towards them – again, you may be walking through a crop.  At the far side of this field there is a ditch with a stream and (if you can find it) a couple of pipes forming a bridge you can cross.  This bridge is exactly where it’s shown on the map, so if you have a GPS, use it here, otherwise you’ll just have to look for it!

The other side of the bridge is a nettle patch.  In April, it was passable in shorts but I would not suggest trying that later in the year – take a stout stick or thick trousers!  Pick your way through this and up the bank till you can see the step stiles either side of the railway, and again walk through the crop to get there.

These two stiles are suffering slightly and have had some of the concrete steps replaced by wood, but they are solid and easy to cross.

There are four railway lines here, and this is one of the fastest stretches of the London – Edinburgh line so look well each way before crossing and do not hang around.  If there is a train coming, just stand well back from the tracks and wait.  The fast trains are always on the inner tracks so you will not get sucked in, but better to be outside the fence than inside.

Once over the second stile turn left and find a more traditional stile in the corner of the field.  This one rocks a bit but is solid enough, so head on towards and through the gate, then right through another gate into Manor House grounds.  Head straight on, through the small gate in the wall and down the drive to the track at the end.  Turn right, and just follow the track for about a kilometre (two thirds of a mile).
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Manor House used to be a pig farm (back in the 1990s) and the fields down this track had pig pens either side.  The fields are now cropped, and the air is a lot fresher.  At Home Farm there is a T junction.  Turn right here and follow round towards Avenue Grange.

As you approach the road you may recognise the ornate arched gates.  The middle ones are usually easier to open than the outsides, and please close them behind you.
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On the road bear right, cross Avenue Bridge and walk down Newsham Road to the gate set a bit back on the right.  Solve the puzzle of the bolt (hint – there is a bit which slides up), and cross the field to the ... bridge?  This could be interesting to cross in very wet weather!
Scramble up the slope and head through the blackthorn bushes, over the stile in the corner and on along the side of the next field.

Here, the map shows the path heading diagonally across the field but the margin is wide and fairly easy, so just walk round the edge and up the track.  After the second hedge watch out on the right for the stile as it’s a bit overgrown, and walk the plank over the stream.  If by now you are hungry enough to eat your map, don’t worry – we’re nearly back!

Head diagonally across this field to the gate, then out onto the road and (carefully) back round to Sion Hill for a rest and nourishment before tackling the second walk...

Short Walk – Kirby Grange – Back Lane 
2.2 miles (2.7 including the Drive)
This shorter walk is entirely round minor roads and footpaths, with no hills or stiles.  There is one field crossing which may involve walking through the crops, all others are on grass margins which are quite wide.  The route is not quite as shown on the ‘definitive’ maps, but is accepted by the landowners – and as the definitive maps actually show the path going through a building, perhaps we should not be too picky!  This route is wet underfoot in places, except in summer, as the land is flat and slow draining.
At the end of the Drive, turn left and follow the road right round to Kirby Grange.  In front of the Grange, head straight on into the corner of the field and turn left to follow the hedge.  At the gate in the corner, go through and turn left to follow the field edge, keeping to the edge as it turns right and then left again.  At the next field, the hedge moves to be on your right, just keep following it to the back of Danotty Hall, then dog-leg right to go behind the buildings and straight across the next field towards Summerfield House.  The path is marked across this field, but if not well walked it may be hidden by the crops; if so, head towards the wooden gate on the far side.
When you get to the wooden gate, don’t go through it, instead turn left to the red metal gate further along and go through there instead.  Go through the next gate and follow the drive as far as Swaletree House, then turn left and follow round behind the buildings to rejoin the drive on the far side (or just stay on the drive as it bends round in front of the farm) before arriving at the back of Sion Hill.

Turn left and follow Back Lane all the way round the Hall grounds and back up the drive – we’re only three hundred yards from the cars, but it’s a three quarter mile walk round to get there!

Maps

 on GetAMap – 
http://www.getamap.ordnancesurveyleisure.co.uk/?key=9NYPKfa3zcStlbhDtpVKew2
on Walk4Life –
http://www.walk4life.info/walk/sion-hill
On Open Street Map –
http://www.openstreetmap.org/?lat=54.25864&lon=-1.42117&zoom=15
We hope you enjoy your walk and have no problems following these instructions.  If you do encounter any problems, please let us know and we will correct them, and don't forget to add your comments on the walk 4 life site.

Both main loops walked 13 April 2012
(Shortcut not walked)

John Brookes

April 2012
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[ This gate was the West entrance to Thornton Hall, built in the 17th century but unfortunately demolished in the 20th, all that remain are this arch and the gatehouse at the west and ‘East Lodges’, Thornton le Street, at the other end of this 2 mile long drive.  The site of the old hall half way between is now occupied by the Thornton Stud – see � HYPERLINK "http://www.yorkshire-racing.co.uk/thornton.htm" �http://www.yorkshire-racing.co.uk/thornton.htm� for a brief history. ]








[Sion Hill Bird of Prey Centre is located in the grounds of Sion Hill Hall, a Georgian house built in 1913.  The Hall is open by pre-booked tickets only (see � HYPERLINK "http://www.sionhillhall.co.uk/" �http://www.sionhillhall.co.uk/�), but the Bird of Prey Centre is open every day from March to October – see � HYPERLINK "http://www.falconrycentre.co.uk/" �http://www.falconrycentre.co.uk/� for details. 


If you have time, we thoroughly recommend seeing the birds in action, but the Centre is quite happy for you to use their car park if you just stop off for a coffee afterwards – their tea rooms serve hot and cold drinks and sandwiches, but do not have any hot food.  


If you do call in, please mention that you found the walk through the Striders. ]











